Steven Anthony Sparks, Ph.D.

Licensed Clinical and Forensic Psychologist

Ohio License #6079, Kentucky License #1427 

8118 Corporate Way, Suite 121, Mason, Ohio 45040

Telephone: 513-297-3455 Fax: 513-297-0841

www.SparksPsychServices.com
SparksLLC@Mac.com

Educational History

University of Cincinnati; Cincinnati, Ohio


Major:

Clinical Psychology

Degree:
Ph.D. 




August 2003 


University of Cincinnati; Cincinnati, Ohio


Major:

Clinical Psychology

Degree:
M.A. 



            July 2000


University of Notre Dame; South Bend, Indiana


Major:

Psychology


Degree:
B.A., Magna Cum Laude

August 1989

Professional Experience


Sparks Psychological Services, L.L.C.



October 2004 - Present: 

CEO, Private Consultant
Forensic and clinical psychological evaluation services, including but not limited to cases involving criminal, civil, pre-employment, work-related, clergy, and disability issues. Referring parties have included attorneys, private parties, State of Ohio Attorney General’s Office, Kentucky Correctional Psychiatric Center, Ohio Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation, Ohio Social Security Administration, Ohio Bureau of Workers Compensation, NorthKey Community Care, Duke Energy, Archdiocese of Cincinnati, and the Ohio Department of Mental Health affiliated forensic centers of the Hamilton County Courts, Franklin County Courts (Netcare Forensic Center), and Butler County Courts.


Mercy Professional Services



March 2009 - Present: 

Clinical Psychologist

Provide testing and assessment services to clergy, religious candidates, and others. Previously engaged in psychotherapy with priests and community clients. 

University of Cincinnati



September 2006 – Present (currently inactive): Adjunct Assistant Professor of

    Psychology



Taught graduate and undergraduate courses in clinical psychology

                                    Still on faculty, however, last course taught, Fall 2008

College of Mount Saint Joseph



July 2010 - Present 


Adjunct Assistant Professor of Psychology



Teach undergraduate course in forensic psychology
Systemic HR



November 2007 – Present:

Executive Vice President
Start-up company developing pre-employment assessment and training as part of HR consulting service
Forensic and Mental Health Services, Inc.



November 2005 – October 2006        Director of Forensic Services


October 2004 – November 2005
Forensic Psychologist 



September 2003 – October 2004: 
Post-doctoral Resident



Duties: Oversee forensic services. Provide forensic evaluations to the Courts.  Forensic 
Monitor for Butler County, Ohio.  Provide evaluations for Adult 
Protective Services. Provide preemployment evaluations for police 
departments and other govt. agencies.  Provide psychotherapy and diagnostic assessments


Dayton VA Medical Center



August 2002 – August 2003




Predoctoral residency consisted of three rotations:

1. Neuropsychology: Administer neuropsychological assessments and submit reports concerning diagnosis, client functioning, and recommendations

2. Emergency room / inpatient psychiatric: Crisis counseling, determine ER patient disposition  (inpatient / outpatient), administer personality assessments, short-term therapy

3. Geropsychology: group therapy, individual therapy, and assessment of elder veterans


Behavioral Neuropsychology Clinic


July 2001 – August 2002

Duties: Administer assessments and write reports concerning client functioning primarily for Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation, implemented direct marketing strategy to local psychologists, supervise practicum students

University of Cincinnati Department of Psychiatry



September 2001 – January 2003

Duties: Administer psychological assessments to determine the mental health of psychiatric clients as part of Treatment Resistant Depression Study

Court Clinic Forensic Services


January 2001 – September 2001

Duties: Administer psychological assessments to adult male inmates 


Psychological Services Center / Walk-in Clinic University of Cincinnati



September 2000 – July 2001

Duties: Provided individual psychotherapy to student and community population including assessment, diagnosis, treatment planning, and intervention; provided LD, ADHD, vocational, and personality assessment; provided outreach services; co-facilitated conflict resolution psychoeducation class


Gladhouse Children’s Center



February 13, 2001 – March 15, 2001 

Duties: Co-facilitated thrice weekly therapy group for children of substance abusing parents



Supervisors: Laura Nabors, Ph.D., Cynthia Bowling, L.I.S.W.


Core Behavioral Health Centers



July 1999 - August 2000

Duties: Provided psychotherapy to community based population including assessment, diagnosis, treatment planning, and intervention; facilitated anger management group; worked as part of interdisciplinary team with psychiatrists, social workers, and licensed clinical counselors; assisted medication management


Psychological Services Center, University of Cincinnati



September 1998 – May 1999

Duties: Providing individual psychotherapy to college student population including diagnosis, treatment planning, and intervention

Walk-in Clinic at Psychological Services Center, University of Cincinnati

April 1998 – September 1998

Duties:  Providing individual psychotherapy to community and student population including assessment, diagnosis, treatment planning, and intervention

Publications

Sparks, S., Corcoran, K., Nabors, L., & Hovanitz, C. (2005). Subjective well-being and job satisfaction in nurses. Journal of Applied Social Psychology 35 (5), 922-938.
Sparks, S. (2000). Curiosity and drug abuse. The Ohio Psychologist, 46 (2), 31-32.

Editorial Consultant: Barlow, D. & Durand V. (2009). Abnormal Psychology, an Integrative Approach, 6th Edition. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.
Teaching

Instructor, Forensic Psychology, College of Mount St. Joseph



Summer 2010, Summer 2011 
Duties: Teach undergraduate psychology / criminal justice class regarding forensic mental health assessment

Instructor, Abnormal Psychology, University of Cincinnati



Winter 2006, Spring 2007, Winter 2008, Fall 2008
Duties: Teach upper level undergraduate class regarding mental disorders

Instructor, Graduate Level Introduction to Psychotherapy, University of Cincinnati



Fall 2006, Fall 2007
Duties: Taught graduate student class regarding psychotherapy

Instructor, Introduction to Psychology 102, University of Cincinnati



Winter 2001

 Duties: Taught final 1/3 of class 


Instructor, Introduction to Psychology 101, University of Cincinnati



Summer 1998


Duties: Taught class and performed related responsibilities

Guest Instructor, Psychology of Personality 381, University of Cincinnati



Spring Quarter 2001

 


Duties: Lectured class on personality disorders

Guest Instructor, Introduction to Psychology 103, College of Mount St. Joseph



Spring Quarter 2000

 


Duties: Lectured for two sessions

Graduate Teaching Assistant for Introductory Psychology class

Winter Quarter 1998




Supervisor: David Smith, Ph.D.



Graduate Teaching Assistant for Introductory Psychology class

Fall Quarter 1998




Supervisor: Kenneth Ghee, Ph.D.


Graduate Teaching Assistant for Research Methods in Learning class



Spring Quarter 1998

Supervisor: Donald Schumsky, Ph.D.

Graduate Teaching Assistant for Introductory Psychology class

Fall Quarter 1997




Supervisor: Stephen Howe, Ph.D.

Professional Music Instructor

August 1989 – September 1997



Duties:  Provided group and private music instruction (guitar, bass, 



voice, and recording technique) to adults and children
Professional Presentations

Sparks, S. (2011, April). Overview of the Forensic Psychology Process: From Assessment to Zestimony.​ Presentation to psychologists provided by the Cincinnati Academy of Professional Psychology.
Sparks, S. (2011, March). The Case of Ms. X. Case presentation on a sanity evaluation to forensic psychological examiners at Netcare, Inc., Columbus, Ohio.

Kukor, T., Sparks, S., Lai, J., & Soliman, S. (2009, June). Steps to an Evidence-Based Sanity Evaluation. Presentation at the Association of Ohio Forensic Psychiatric Center Directors 31st Annual Conference in association with the Ohio Department of Mental Health and the Northeastern Ohio Universities Colleges of Medicine & Pharmacy.

Sparks, S. & Fenn, R. (2006, May). Health Officer Recertification. Presentation on Involuntary Hospitalization to Health Officers at Butler County Board of Mental Health, Fairfield, Ohio.

Sparks, S. & Fenn R. (2006, March). Health Officer Training. Presentation on Involuntary Hospitalization to Health Officer Candidates at Butler County Board of Mental Health, Fairfield, Ohio.

Sparks, S. (2006, January). Forensic Services. Presentation to staff of Forensic and Mental Health Services, Inc. Hamilton, Ohio.

Sparks, S. (2005, November). WISC-IV: Changes from the WISC-III. Presentation to Forensic Examiners of Forensic and Mental Health Services, Inc. Hamilton, Ohio.

Sparks, S. (2005, July). Effective Time Management. Presentation to staff of Forensic and Mental Health Services, Inc. Hamilton, Ohio.

Sparks, S. (2005, June). Guardianship Procedure. Presentation to Adult Protective Services, Hamilton, Ohio.

Sparks, S. (2004, May). Stages of Change. Presentations (two) to staff of Forensic and Mental Health Services, Hamilton, Ohio.

Sparks, S., & Corcoran, K. (2003, March). Subjective Well-being and Job Satisfaction in Nurses. Poster presented at University of Cincinnati Graduate Poster Forum, Cincinnati, Ohio.


*Featured in University of Cincinnati News, March 4, 2003
Sparks, S., Corcoran, K., Birbaum, C., & Rofey, D. (2001, May). How Best to Assess Health Care Practitioners’ Job Satisfaction and Subjective Well Being? Poster presented at University of Cincinnati Annual Psychology Department Research Day, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Sparks, S., Frank, R., Corcoran, K., Schafer, J., Tabatabai, A., Kalisewicz, S., & Schroth, F. (2000, May). The relationship of specific curiosity and trait curiosity to drug, food, and film experience. Poster presented at University of Cincinnati Annual Psychology Department Research Day, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Sparks, S., Frank, R., Corcoran, K., Schafer, J., Tabatabai, A., Kalisewics, S., & Dulay, M. (1999, October).  Curiosity: General personality factor or domain specific?  Poster presented at Ohio Psychological Association Annual Convention, Columbus, Ohio.   


*Selected to receive 1999 Poster of the Year Award

Sparks, S., Frank, R., Schafer, J., Tabatabai, A., Schroth, F., Alikonis, C. (1998, May). The Nature of Curiosity and Sensation Seeking in Novelty Seeking Behavior. Poster presented at University of Cincinnati Annual Psychology Department Research Day, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Association Membership


Member and on Board of Trustees (Membership Chair): Cincinnati Academy of Professional Psychology

Member: American Psychology and Law Society, Division 41 of the American 


Psychological Association


Fellowships & Awards

March 2000, Awarded Summer Fellowship from the University of

Cincinnati Research Council to fund experimental project: Curiosity as specific to domains of behavior: The relationship between past drug use and choice of novel foods and drugs.

October 1999, Received Poster of the Year Award from the Ohio Psychological

Association for poster entitled Curiosity: General personality factor or domain specific?  (Sparks, S., Frank, R., Corcoran, K., Schafer, J., Tabatabai, A., Kalisewics, S., & Dulay, M., 1999)

March 1999, Awarded Summer Fellowship from the University of

Cincinnati Research Council to fund experimental project: Curiosity as a general factor in novelty seeking behavior: Predicting across domains


September 1997- 2002, University of Cincinnati Graduate Scholarship
Clinically Related Experience

Sex Offense Services, South Bend, IN


1989

Completed 30 hours of Sex Offense Services victim advocate training

Music Facilitator, City of South Bend IN


1988




Music teacher for mentally and physically 


   
disabled, South Bend, IN

Easter Seals Society, Sacramento, CA



1985

Taught remedial grammar and math to persons with mental retardation and head trauma.  

Other Information and Achievements


Professional performing musician, teacher, and recording artist 1989 - 1997; 


Graduate student representative to Student Life Committee, 1998.

References available upon request
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